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“Despite Québec having the most certified 
refurbishers of any Canadian province, materials 
collected in the take-back scheme usually go 
straight to recycling.
[…] 
A thriving reuse market is driven by the condition of 
used equipment; the existence of certified 
refurbishers; and even the price of metals, which 
may draw reusable equipment to international 
markets, and away from local reuse.”
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x ≥ y→ backfire



x ≥ y ??



A

PARADOX:
« the persistent contradiction 

between interdependant
elements. » 

Schad et al. (2016)

1. Contradiction
2. Persistence
3. Interdependance

B

PROBLEM-SOLVING:
« Where there’s a will

there’s a way! »

EPR POLICIES => E-WASTE MANAGEMENT
(LCA, CIRCULAR ECONOMY, DIGITIZATION, ETC.)

THE E-WASTE CRISIS
(CLIMATE CHANGE, RESOURCE DEPLETION, HEALTH AND

ECOSYSTEM DAMAGES, ETC.)

THE SYMBIOTIC REBOUND =
A PARADOX

From: Arpin, M. L. (2020). L'Ingénieur: entre problème et paradoxe. Thèse : Université du Québec à Montréal. < https://archipel.uqam.ca/13683/ >
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